Auto X GN

— Eric Fisher

P.O. Box 461191 / Papillion, NE 68046

at’s black. named after a oval track

racing series. vet 1s more ol a legend

in /4 mile drag racing? The Buick

Grand National of course! Well, now you can
add “autocrossing standout”™ to those accom-
plishments. Let me tell you about my "86 GN,

First, my latest accomplishments: 1 have
the first Buick and the only GM G-body to
sver compete mmoa national Solo 2
championship event. In 1997 | competed 1n
he street prepared class at Topeka. Kansas.
Due to mechanical problems, I did not place
very well in the final standings although 1 feel
my car would have finished i the top 30%.
More recently 1 became the 1998 points
champion for the Nebraska Region SCCA n
Its street tire class. Now. the last thing vou
hink of when vou see a T-R is autocrossing.
I'hat’s the number one reason | race mine.
The satisfaction of beating Z-28"s and
Mustangs on their home turl is sweet to
L"&[Jk‘l'iLTﬂi.,‘L‘.

Since I've been preparing G-bodies for
auto-X since 1978, some of my modifications
are more easily done with parts made
specifically for this task., although my
originals are still cheaper. Besides, hot
rodding is just starting to catch on in the aulo
crossing world. The majority ol my
suspension modifications are from the 3rd
ceneration F-body. as these cars share a lot of
components with the G-body, Some are not
legal for the class. bul you're not cheating
until you get caught. Someday | will move up
to 177 wheels, but it you can keep vour
unsprung weight to a minimum, the TR is a
lot easier to drive with 157 wheels. Future
modilications mclude a computer designed
suspension with more lightweight parts.
bigger 177 wheels and more powerful engine
mods.

Specifications ...

1986 Buick Grand National

Solo 2 Class: “E” Street Prepared

Best E.T.: 11.80/115.11 mph.
‘97 GS Nationals

Weight: 35350 pounds

Engine: Stock with TA 49 Turbo
Blue Top Injectors
ATR 3" Race Exhaust
BGC 3" Downpipe
Armstrong 108 Chip
ATR Ram Air

Transmission: Stock with stock converter,
shift kit, manual TCC lockup.

Rear Axle: 72 Buick Skylark 8.57
w/3.42 posi

Brakes: Front Stock 10,57 dises with “Gator™
pads. Rear 117 Drum with “H.D. “Taxi”
Shoes. adjustable proportioning valve.

Suspension: Front Camuro 1 LE springs
2 coils cut
PST graphite bushings
36mm Camaro 1LE sway bar
Guldstand adjustable links
HAL aluminum shocks

Suspension: Rear Camaro 1LE springs
[-1/2 coils cut
HPM rear control arms
HAL aluminum shocks
Stock sway bar - no air bags

Wheels: Front 15x8 widened stock with
4" backspace rear 15510 widened stock
with 6-1/4" backspace

Tires (Street Class): Front Bridgestone
RET7I 245/50R 15
Rear Yokohama AVS 285/40R 15

Body: Stock with factory aluminum bumpers
1980 Century aluminum radiator suppont
92 Camaro plastic/aluminum radiator
B&M ol cooler
Dynabat Battery

Interior: Stock except console removed:
column shifter added
Stock bucket seats and seat belts, Fiero seal
adjusters

Replacement carpet with insulation

removed

Q-Pads and all unnecessary weight removed

With us much weight as possible removed
[rom the front end and from the total weight
of the car. oversteer is predictable and this is
the key to getting the T-R o hustle around
the cones with street compound tires
Lowered suspension with lower scat position
move the roll centers and center of gravity to
make the car as newtral as possible




